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Deloitte 
The Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership has 
announced that Deloitte has 
joined as a new member. 
Because of the area’s 
prominent role in the space 
industry and support of 
NASA, the Bay Area Hous-
ton area is an important 
community for Deloitte.  
    Deloitte provides indus-
try-leading audit, consulting, 
tax and risk and financial 
advisory services to many 
of the world’s most admired 
brands, including nearly 
90% of the Fortune 500® 
as well as consulting and 
advisory services to 15 US 
Cabinet-level departments 
and 44 states. 
    BAHEP President Bob 
Mitchell said, “Deloitte was 
founded in 1845; so, I 
doubt if there are many 
people in the business 
world who are not familiar 
with this outstanding or-
ganization. We’re looking 
forward to working with 

Deloitte and helping to 
support its growth in the 
region.” 
    Bill Bastedo, specialist 
executive, Deloitte Consult-
ing LLP, with a specific 
focus on space and will 
represent Deloitte at BA-
HEP.  
    He stated, “We are ex-
cited about NASA’s chal-
lenge to return the moon by 
2024 and collaborating with 
NASA and their contractor 
community who support its 
current and future missions.  
    “Through our mission 
systems engineering, data 
analytics, cyber, financial 
and IT modernization capa-
bilities, we will continue to 
grow our space sector in 
order to enable critical mis-

sion work such as operating 
the International Space 
Station safely, the incuba-
tion of commercialization 
of low earth orbit and lunar 
space and the return of 
Americans safely to the 
Moon and eventually to 
land on Mars. 

“Additionally, we recog-
nize the vital role that BA-
HEP performs through its 
numerous initiatives sup-
porting Bay Area Houston’s 
communities and industries. 
In turn, we feel that it is 
important to support this 
organization that does so 
much to support us.” 
    Deloitte provides indus-
try-leading services in finan-
cial, IT, data analytics, hu-
man capital, business strat-
egy, and systems engineer-
ing. Deloitte is the Gulf 
Coast’s largest professional 
services organization, em-
ploying more than  2,500 
professionals supporting all 
of the region’s leading in-
dustries including oil and 

gas, petrochemical, health 
care, banking, finance, re-
tail, and now aerospace. For 
more information about 
D e l o i t t e ,  v i s i t 
www.deloitte.com. 
    Bill Bastedo can be 
r e a c h e d  a t 
wbastedo@deloitte.com or 
by calling 409.218.1624.  
 

Haute Flowers  
& Events  
Haute Flowers & Events 
provides a full array of plan-
ning and production ser-
vices for clientele in the 
Houston/Galveston region 
and has recently become a 
member of the Bay Area 
Houston Economic Part-
nership. 

    “If you’ve ever attended 
an event that was orches-
trated by Haute Flowers & 
Events, you are well aware 
of the exceptional abilities 
of this talented group. They 
are a welcome addition to 
our membership,” said BA-
HEP President Bob 
Mitchell. 
    Teresa Vencil is CEO/
President of Haute Flowers 
& Events, which she 
founded in 2003.  
    She said, “Haute Flowers 
& Events and its team 
members have been recog-
nized for providing service 
above industry standards 
for many years. BAHEP is 
well-known for providing 
the same level of service, 
and I look forward to par-
ticipating in its work.” 
    Vencil spoke of Haute 
Flowers & Events services 
saying, “Our design studio 
specializes and excels in 
creating classic and modern 
floral designs, as well imple-
menting area resources for 
private, corporate, and cele-
bratory events. 
    “Our services include 
floral design, tenting, stag-
ing, lighting and event dé-
cor. Haute Events is also 
actively involved in numer-
ous community profes-
sional organizations, cham-
bers of commerce, and out-
reach programs.” 
    Haute Flowers & Events 
is located at 655 FM 270 
(N. Egret Bay Blvd.), 
League City, Texas 77573. 
Call 281.332.1518 or email 

hffevents@gmail.com for 
additional information. Its 
visually stunning website 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 
www.hffevents.com. 
 

Staybridge Suites 
NASA/Clear Lake  
Staybridge Suites NASA/
Clear Lake hotel is known 
for its world class service in 
hospitality offering meeting 
planning in addition to ho-
tel rooms. The hotel has 
recently become a member 
of the Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership.  
    BAHEP President Bob 
Mitchell said, “Bay Area 
Houston’s tourism, busi-
ness, and industrial activity 
has been rapidly expanding. 
Staybridge Suites NASA/
Clear Lake serves as a com-
fortable and inviting home 
away from home for its 
varied clientele as well as an 

excellent venue for meet-
ings.  
    “We look forward to 
working with Business De-
velopment Manager Shelly 
Guerra as both BAHEP 
and Staybridge Suites 
NASA/Clear Lake serve the 
needs of the region.” 

    Guerra stated, “We at 
Staybridge Suites NASA/
Clear Lake have much in 
common with BAHEP. 
Our clients come from the 
same industries as BA-
HEP’s members, and we 
are all striving to move Bay 
Area Houston forward. 
We’re excited to join BA-
HEP and to be a part of 
this growth.” 
    According to Guerra, 
Staybridge Suites NASA/
Clear Lake hotel serves a 
diversity of long and short 
term hotel stay needs while 
embracing all cultures with 
personalized service to 
each specific guest.  
    She noted, “The ho-
tel’s IHG brand affiliation 
plays a significant role in 
how a hotel is perceived. 
IHG’s positive reputation 
in our marketplace 
is legendary and provided 
by the local team of hospi-
tality experts offering a 
quality guest experience 
with every interaction.” 
    Both Guerra and Group 
Sales and Meeting Planning 
Expert Sharon Wade will 
represent Staybridge Suites 
NASA/Clear Lake within 
BAHEP.  
    The hotel is located at 
501 Texas Avenue in Web-
ster, Texas 77598 and can 

be reached by calling 
281.338.0900. Call Guerra 
directly at 832.723.1523, 
e m a i l  h e r  a t 
Shelly@pathfinderdev.com
or emai l  Wade at 
Sharon@pathfinderdev.co
m for further information.  

New members bring further  
diversity to BAHEP organization 

BAHEP hosts Texas Comptroller Hegar  
for informative luncheon on NASA impact 
    Fresh from a news con-
ference hosted by NASA 
Johnson Space Center and 
Center Director Mark 
Geyer, Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar and mem-
bers of his staff drove 
across NASA Parkway and 
into the parking lot of the 
Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership at Nas-
sau Bay Town Square. 
    BAHEP President Bob 
Mitchell had previously 
invited Hegar to an infor-
mal luncheon where lead-
ership from Bay Area 

Houston’s aerospace com-
panies and other stake-
holders could have a per-
sonal discussion about the 
huge annual impact NASA 
has on the Texas economy 
and how the State of 
Texas could support the 
industry moving forward.  
    The report released at 
the NASA JSC news con-
ference on Sept. 12 by 
Comptroller Hegar stated 
that the Johnson Space 
Center makes a $4.7 billion 
annual impact on the 
Texas economy and sup-
ports more than 52,000 
jobs.  
    In 2018, NASA’s Texas 
operations employed 
about 11,000, directly and 
through private employers.  
During 2018 alone, $189 
million in JSC spending 
directly supported 163 
small Texas businesses. 
   The report also noted 
that NASA’s economic 
initiatives include partner-
ships with research univer-
sities which provided ap-
proximately $31.1 million 

in grants to Texas public 
and private universities, as 
well as affiliated organiza-
tions. 
 

NASA JSC’s state  
impact emphasized 
As Hegar spoke to those 
gathered for the luncheon 
meeting, he emphasized 
that JSC’s impact extends 
throughout the state even 
though its three sites in 
Texas are all located within 
the Gulf Coast Region. 
Those sites are JSC’s Main 
Campus, Ellington Field 

Joint Reserve 
Base, and the 
Sonny Carter 
Training Facil-
ity / Neutral 
Buoyancy Lab. 
    Those three 
sites sit on 1,671 
acres, utilize 191 
facilities and oc-
cupy 4,567,372 
sq.ft. Space Cen-
ter Houston, a 
non-profit that is 
JSC’s official 

visitors center, is 
one of the biggest 
tourist attractions 
in Houston, attract-
ing 1.1 million visi-
tors in 2018 with 

66 percent of them travel-
ing from outside of Texas. 
These non-Texas-residents 
spend about $150 million 
annually in Texas as a result 
of visits to JSC. 
    Hegar noted that there is 
so much more that can’t be 
quantified due to creativity 
and innovation initiated 
through partnerships with 
JSC often resulting in pat-
ents. 
    There are many more 
details to be found in the 
Comptroller’s economic 
impact study on how 
NASA operations help to 
drive the Texas economy. 
The complete study can be 
a c c e s s e d  o n l i n e  a t 
www.comptroller.texas.gov
/economy/economic-data/
nasa. 
 

Looking ahead 
Following Hegar’s opening 
comments, he asked those 
in attendance what they saw 
as their biggest challenges.  
   Comments made included 
issues surrounding the tax 
cap that was passed during 
the recent legislative ses-
sion, the overwhelming 
burden of student debt, and 
the ever increasing competi-
tion with other states in 

attracting new businesses.  
    In regard to aerospace, it 
was noted that the space 
industry is evolving, and 
commercial space enter-
prises are increasing.  Local 
aerospace companies have 
started a conversation 
within BAHEP about open-
ing up their vision to em-
brace the entire human 
spaceflight industry to bring 
as much of it as possible to 
Houston. It is envisioned 
that Texas will ultimately 
take the lead in this en-

deavor.  
    Hegar was asked about 
the best approach to take 
when presenting this initia-
tive to the appropriate peo-
ple in Austin. 
    The comptroller re-
sponded, “You in this room 
know your industry and 
your needs better than we 
do hands down. If you can 
lay out a vision and a plan 
as to what our state needs 
to do, then having this tem-
plate makes it easier for us 
to work in partnership.”  

Mitchell comments 
Following the meeting, 
Mitchell commented, “It’s 
extremely important that 
the comptroller has recog-
nized the importance of  
measuring the space indus-
try’s financial and intellec-
tual impact on the state. 
    “This report provides a 
base from which to track 
future growth of the space 
industry in Texas, which 
will be influential in attract-
ing new companies to the 
region.” 

Leadership from Bay Area Houston’s aerospace companies and other stake-
holders packed the David Braun Conference Room at the Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership on Sept. 12, 2019, to discuss NASA’s impact on the 
Texas economy with Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar. 

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar answers a question 
posed by one of the atten-
dees at the informal luncheon 
held by the Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership. 
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