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EHCMA appoints Griffin
to chairmanship

The East Harris County Man-
ufacturers Association has ap-
pointed James Griffin as its chair-
man for 2010.

Griffin entered the petrochem-
ical industry in 1981 as an associ-
ate engineer for the BF Goodrich
chemical division following his
master’s degree studies at the
University of Wisconsin.

Since that time, he has held po-
sitions in engineering, technology,
plant management and corporate
leadership. In 2005, Griffin left
the PolyOne organization (for-
mally BF Goodrich) and accepted
the site manager position for Di-
anal America, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Mitsubishi Rayon.

Within EHCMA, Griffin has
sponsored its Community Relations
Committee working closely with lo-
cal legislators on priority issues that
have an impact on how industry
operates. He also worked in con-
junction with the Port of Houston
Authority to establish the Security
District. Both, he said, were very
successful endeavors.

James Griffin

During 2010, Griffin stated
that the Association will continue
its outreach through local com-
munity organizations; maintain
its focused efforts with local
mayors and legislators; and will
work closely with the Texas
Commission on Environmental
Quality and Harris County agen-
cies on key environmental issues.
EHCMA will continue to support
industry improvement in envi-
ronmental health and safety while
providing world class incident re-
sponse as well.

Griffin said, “I’m optimistic re-
garding our industry due to a long
history of success, best-in-class
technology, a high level of effi-
ciency, a motivated and highly
qualified work force, and vision-
ary leadership.

“I think it will be a vety chal-
lenging year ahead. The world mar-
kets have a high degree of volatili-
ty, and our businesses hete in Fast
Harris County have a significant
exposure to world markets.

“Locally, the state of Texas is
strong, and I’'m proud of that fact.
We have much of which to be
proud. Our safety, health and envi-
ronmental results continue to lead
best industry classes in the US.
EHCMA continues to give back to
our local communities through a
variety of initiatives that con-
tribute much more to the econo-
my than employment and taxes.”

BUSINESS 70 BUSINESS is a
monthly Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership publication in
partnership with the Hozuston Chroni-
. BAHEP is a2 member-driven or-
ganization that provides the leader-
ship to stimulate regional economic
development and employment in
southeast Texas. Its members in-
clude over 260 business partners en-
compassing 13 cities, Galveston and
Hartis counties, and the Port of
Houston Authority:
Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership
P.O. Box 58724
Bay Area Houston, TX 77258
281.486.5535

BAHEP focused on

Advocacy,

“We all felt heading into 2009
that we were going to face some
tough challenges,” Bob Mitchell,
president of the Bay Area Hous-
ton Economic Partnership, re-
ported to BAHEP’s board of di-
rectors during a year-end presen-
tation held Dec. 15, adding,
“therefore, in a tough year, we re-
focused on the basics, our ABCs.”

For several years, the BAHEP
organization has referred to the
ABCs as representing the aero-
space, biomedical and specialty
chemical industry sectors. How-
ever, its initiatives throughout
2009 aligned closely with the
ABCs of Advocacy, Building
Blocks and Communication.

Working together for our
future ... today!
The theme of the 2009 year-end
presentation was “Working to-
gether for our future ... today!”
BAHEP’s membership actively
participates in many initiatives
through an extensive committee
structure that includes more than
a dozen committees. Areas of fo-
cus include not only aerospace,
biomedical and specialty chemical,
but education, healthcare, mar-
itime, small business, political pro-
tocol and Ellington Field as well.
BAHEDP credits its 93 percent
membership retention rate in part
to the involvement of its diversi-
fied members. Mitchell explained,
“As our members work with us to
foster economic development
within the region, they more fully
realize the effort that it takes to
create and retain jobs. Relation-
ships are at the core of what we
do, and I believe that the great
rapport between BAHEP and its
members is basic to our success.”

BAHEP acts
on special projects
Throughout 2009, BAHEP was

the basics in 2009:

Building Blocks and Communication

Bob Mitchell

invited to participate in several
strategic  planning initiatives,
which involved both its member
cities and school districts. They
felt it imperative in their planning
to include the regional perspec-
tive that BAHEP provides.

Through a dialogue that was
originally facilitated in 2008 by
BAHEP’s International Maritime
Advisory Committee (IMAC)
with the Pasadena Independent
School District, 2 maritime stud-
ies curriculum pilot program, that
began in the fall of this year, was
developed for Pasadena High
School’s ninth and 10th grade
classes. Articulation agreements
are currently being finalized be-
tween PISD, San Jacinto College,
Texas A&M University at Galve-
ston and the University of Hous-
ton at Clear Lake, all members of
BAHEP, that can lead to US.
Coast Guard maritime licenses
and lucrative careers within the
maritime industry.

Additionally, IMAC joined with
Dr. William Merrell in 2009 to
advance his storm surge protec-
tion concepts. Known as the “Ike
Dike,” due to the destruction
caused by Hurricane Ike in Sep-
tember 2008, the initiative devel-
oped momentum throughout the
year as BAHEP joined Merrell

and others in making numerous
presentations. This endeavor has
caught national attention. A June
article in The Wall Street Journal
proclaimed, “Houston-Area
Leaders Envision a 60-Mile Bar-
rier Against Hurricane Flooding.”

Another special initiative in-
volved working with the Houston
Airport System in the marketing
of Ellington Airport for aviation,
institutional, and office/industri-
al uses. The efforts of BAHEP’s
Ellington Field Task Force have
been successful as the military
presence at Ellington continues
to expand. The US. Coast Guard
has chosen land at Ellington
Field that will be home to its new
Fusion Centet.

Aerospace advocacy
shifts into high gear

In March, BAHEP joined representa-
tives from NASA, regional chambers
of commerce and other economic
development organizations for Space
Week Austin. Over
4,300 teachers and
students participat-
ed in the week’s ac-
tivities, while 78
travelers from Bay
Area Houston visit-
ed 158 legislative of-
fices declaring,
“Space Matters to
Texas!”

The Citizens for
Space Exploration
is a very proactive
BAHEP committee.
May marked the
CSE%s 18th annual
tip to Washington,
DC, where 115 trav-
elers made a record
341 congtessional of-
fice visits relaying the message, “Con-
gressional support for NASA is vital to
our economy’s success.”

In mid-2009 the Obama Ad-
ministration formed a committee
to make recommendations in re-

gard to NASA and the future of
human space exploration. It is in-
formally referred to as the Au-
gustine Committee after its chair-
man, Norman R. Augustine, re-
tited chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of Lockheed Martin
Corporation. To date, BAHEP
has implemented 29 initiatives to
advocate for the importance of
maintaining NASA’s leadership
position in space by providing
adequate funding, These included
articles and letter writing cam-
paigns through radio and televi-
sion interviews, public testimony
and congressional meetings.

BAHEP works with

energy, chemical sectors
Throughout the year, BAHEP

strengthened its relationships with
the Texas Chemical Council, the
Association of Chemical Industry
of Texas, and the East Harris
County Manufacturers Association.
BAHEDP continued to show strong
support for the specialty chemical

industry by participating in Texas
Chemical Day in Austin, actively
secking leads at specialty chemical
shows, working with the ACIT on
special projects, and coordinating
discussions between US. Rep. Pete
Olson and industry executives.

During the summer, BAHEP
arranged meetings between Con-
gressman Olson and the energy
and specialty chemical sectors,
accomplishing another “first” ac-
cording to attendees, who were
impressed with the congress-
man’s level of knowledge and
concern in regard to their issues.

2009 emphasizes
“Year of Communication”
When people, small businesses
and large corporations are faced
with the kind of economic adver-
sity not expetienced in decades in
this nation, they need to know
what is being done to help. In
recognition of its leadership po-
sition within the region, BAHEP
was called upon to speak at more
than 90 different events in 2009.
Additionally, BAHEP’s radio
and television exposure through-
out the year was unprecedented
as was coverage of its initiatives
in local, regional and national
publications, both in print and
online. The organization’s popu-
lar  newsletters, BUSINESS
BRIEFS and Business Develgpment
Update, greatly expanded their
readership, and BAHEP estab-
lished a presence on the Twitter
networking site.

2009 recapped

As Mitchell concluded his recap
of BAHEP’s 2009 initiatives to
the organization’s board of direc-
tors, he remarked, “All of these
highlights exemplify that BAHEP
continues to be the ‘go to” organ-
ization within Bay Area Houston.
However, nothing reflects that
more than when Sen. John
Cornyn called on us three times
this year to organize meetings
with industry leaders, and Con-
gressman Pete Olson called on us
to organize meetings with six dif-
ferent industry clusters. That is
economic development.”

Addition of healthcare, hospitality and aerospace companies
completes noteworthy year for BAHEP membership

New Dimensions

Home Healthcare Plus

For the past 10 years, New Di-
mensions Home Healthcare Plus
has been providing southeast
Harris County senior and dis-
abled citizens with skilled nursing
care, physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, and personal care
services. This Medicare certified,
state licensed agency has joined
the Bay Area Houston Economic
Partnership.
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NeweDimensions
HOME HEALTHCARE PLUS

“Agencies such as New Di-
mensions Home Healthcare Plus
provide much-needed and valu-
able services. Their expertise will
be a great addition to that of our
other healthcare partners,” stated
Bob Mitchell, BAHEP president.

This Pasadena, Texas, based
agency is a bi-lingual agency, fill-
ing the needs of Spanish-speak-
ing seniors. Its Senior Services
Department provides community
education on Medicare coverage,
prescription plans, assistance with
completion of forms for other
state provided health benefits and
has become a resource for other
services available to seniots.

Josie Lightfoot is the presi-
dent/CEO of New Dimensions
Home Healthcare Plus. She ovet-

sees a staff of 185 and com-
mented, “We offer a comprehen-
sive range of services much like
BAHEDP itself. Quality of life for
every citizen is important to the
growth of all communities. As
BAHEP works on regional eco-
nomic development, we will work
together to ensure excellent
home care for southeast Harris
County residents.”

New Dimensions Home
Healthcare Plus offers specialized
services as well as
service packages
to include post
hospital care and
in-home sitter
services. For addi-
tional  informa-
tion, visit www.nd-
hhp.com or call
281.998.9611.

Staybridge Suites
Houston NASA-Clear Lake
Staybridge  Suites  Houston

NASA-Clear Lake, an upscale,
extended stay hotel, has joined
the Bay Area Houston Economic
Partnership. Bob Mitchell, BA-
HEP president, stated, “Stay-
bridge Suites fills a unique and
valuable niche within the region.
It addresses the needs of a wide
variety of clients,
several of which
are already mem-
bers of out organi-
zation. I look for-
ward to working
with  Staybridge
Suites  Houston

NASA-Clear Lake
toward the contin-

ued development of the Bay
Area Houston economy.”

The hotel offers both daily and
longer term lodging accommoda-
tions along with meeting space
available for daily rental. Newly
opened in April 2009, it has sev-
eral innovative features including
LCD televisions with 24 HD
channels in every suite, an execu-
tive club level fitness center, an
outdoor putting green, a salt wa-
ter pool, and a plush home the-
ater. A free breakfast, seven days
a week, and complimentary Tues-
day-Thursday dinner with beer
and wine are standard fare.
Rahul Bahl, Staybridge Suites
Houston NASA-Clear Lake own-
et, noted, “Our base clientele in-
cludes smaller and larger compa-
nies from the aerospace, petro-
chemical, and medical industries
that call Bay Area Houston
home. Not only are networking
opportunities within BAHEP
plentiful, but BAHEP members
and the region also benefit from
the that develop
through such interaction.”

Staybridge Suites Houston
NASA-Clear Lake is located at
501 West Texas Avenue in Web-
ster, TX, and can be reached by
281.724.6230

initiatives

calling or

AYBRIDGE™
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281.338.0900. Kristi Amiri is the
general manager, and Amy Ze-
lenka serves as director of sales.

McCormick Stevenson
McCormick Stevenson (MCCST)
has become the newest member
of the Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership.
The small, woman-
owned  company
serves the aerospace
and defense indus-
try with an empha-
sis on the mechani-
packaging of
electronics systems
intended for hatrsh
environments.
“McCormick
Stevenson fills a

cal

very important
niche in an industry
that requires the ut-
most in precision
and reliability of both its prod-
ucts and the personnel who sup-
ply those products. I look for-
ward to working together in sup-
port of this important Bay Area
Houston industry sector,” stated
Bob Mitchell, BAHEP president.

Diana Light, MCCST regional
said, “McCormick
Stevenson believes in the power of

director,

effective relationships and seeks
opportunities, such as BAHEP
where those who share common
goals can gather together to ulti-
mately achieve positive results for
everyone involved. We believe
that by combining the expertise
of all BAHEP members we will
highlight the strength of our re-
gion and bring further opportu-

nities to the Gulf Coast.”
MCCST provides mechanical
design, project management and
engineering analysis with em-
phasis on leadership and techni-
McCormick
Stevenson has successfully sup-
ported numerous military and
commercial programs, including

cal  expertise.

MECORMICK

STEVENSON

the AH-64 Apache, the Boeing
787 and the Airbus A350. The
company’s electronics packaging
skills help to ensure the durability
necessary to meet the most chal-
lenging requirements on land, in
the sea or air.

Light explained that MCCST is
advantageously positioned to
support the NASA community.
She stated, “Our size and culture
afford us the ability to rapidly re-
spond to our customer’s needs.
Our small team is comprised of
bright and eager members with a
quest for results and the ability to
change with the evolution of a
project or program.”

For more information, go to
www.mccormickstevenson.com.
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