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Griffin  Integrated
Marketing  honored

Nearly nine months after
Hurricane Ike battered the
Texas Gulf Coast, Griffin In-
tegrated Marketing took
home a 2009 Crystal Award
from The American Market-
ing Association’s Houston
Chapter for crisis / situation
management work surround-
ing the storm.

“This award is a great re-
minder of the Griffin Team’s
‘can-do’ spirit, even during
tough personal times,” said
Gwen Griffin, managing di-
rector of the agency. “Not
only was our office damaged
from Hurricane Ike, many of
our employees faced personal
property losses. Still, we were
able to come together remote-
ly, roll up our sleeves and
quickly provide an extremely
vlauable service to the entire
Bay Area Houston region.”

SJC  awarded  grant

San Jacinto College in
Pasadena, Texas, has received
a $230,984 grant from the
Texas Workforce Commission
as part of the Texas Youth in
Technology Strategic Work-
force Development initiative.
Supported with federal Work-
force Investment Act
Statewide Activity Funds, the
workforce development strat-
egy supports job-growth op-
portunities that align with
Gov. Rick Perry’s Texas Indus-
try Cluster Initiative.

San Jacinto College’s work-
force development initiative in-
cludes a Careers in Technology
Impact Program to increase
post secondary enrollment and
retention. The yearlong pro-
gram will offer an Ambassador
Program for high school stu-
dents, including summer camp
at NASA, and industry experi-
ence and career investigation.

BAHEP  tweets    

The Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership has
created a page on the Twitter
networking site at www.twit-
ter.com/BAHEP.

“Through Twitter, we can
get the word out about our
many initiatives instanta-
neously. It’s a great communi-
cation tool,” said Paul Chavez,
BAHEP marketing director.

SATOP  provides
solutions

The Space Alliance Technol-
ogy Outreach Program is ad-
ministered by the Bay Area
Houston Economic Partner-
ship. It is a State of Texas fund-
ed initiative designed to transfer
the knowledge and technology
of the U.S. Space Program to
small businesses to solve techni-
cal challenges they are unable to
solve themselves. Visit
www.spacetechsolutions.com/
bahep for additional details on
this valuable program, or call
Nick Gardner at  281.486.5535.

Olson meets with healthcare members
Asks for involvement in legislative process

As June drew to a close,
Rep. Pete Olson (R-TX-22)
met with members of the Bay
Area Houston Economic
Partnership’s Healthcare
Committee to discuss their
topics of concern in regard to
healthcare reform legislation
that is currently under con-
gressional consideration.
Committee Chair Monica Mil-
lican, branch manager, Prime-
Lending, and Barbara
Cutsinger, BAHEP liaison, or-
ganized the meeting, which
was held on the University of
Houston - Clear Lake campus.

Bob Mitchell, BAHEP
president, introduced Olson
who then made opening
comments. “National health-
care reform is targeting the
45-50 million Americans who

don’t have adequate health-
care. Cost is going to be a big
factor in the healthcare de-
bate as it goes forward. On
my side of the aisle in the
House of Representatives, we
just want to make sure that
the patient-doctor privilege

and relationship is the pri-
mary one in healthcare. A
government bureaucrat
should not be involved in de-
termining what treatment you
get. It should be your doctor
and you who determine how
to take care of your health.”
Olson also noted that there’s
talk of taking national the lia-
bility reform that is in place
in Texas. He said, “It’s been a
tremendous success here in
terms of attracting doctors.
Hopefully that will be a part
of any future solution.”

The congressman said that
maintaining choice for pa-
tients is also important. “Man-
aged care programs in other
countries are not what Ameri-
cans expect for their health-
care,” he emphasized. “The

costs are managed, because a
bureaucrat determines what
kind of treatment you’re going
to get.” He added that
Medicare/Medicaid is the “big
elephant” in the room in re-
gard to financial challenges
that the country is going to

have. He concluded his open-
ing remarks stating, “The enti-
tlement programs such as
Medicaid and Social Security
will go bankrupt and take the
country down with them if we
don’t figure out a way to pay
for them.” Olson then asked
the attendees for their ideas on
how to increase healthcare
coverage and at the same time
keep the costs low.

Diverse topics discussed
Several times during the hour-
long discussion, the impor-
tance of preventive care was
discussed as a means of dra-
matically driving down the
cost of healthcare. Addition-
ally, physician-driven, ac-
countable systems of care
were mentioned as another

means of providing patient
care. These systems, it was
noted, are evidence-based and
cost effective and may offer a
solution to the financial
dilemma that private care
practitioners face.

Other topics mentioned in-

cluded the problem of un-
funded mandates, the high
cost of prescription drugs,
end of life care, and the im-
portance of including mental

health care in the new legisla-
tion. Notwithstanding the
economy, there also remains a
high demand for healthcare
professionals and the need
for supplemental funding for
institutions of higher educa-
tion to train them.

Olson concluded by asking
the healthcare partners to stay
involved with the legislative
process as healthcare reform
progresses through Congress.
He said, “The legislation has
not yet taken shape, and this
is your chance to influence it.
Somewhere we have to find a
way to make this work.”

Mitchell closed the meet-
ing by recognizing how
much time the congressman
dedicates to this region when
he’s in town saying, “He’s
met with the aerospace in-
dustry, with the BAHEP
membership and now with
our healthcare partners. In
about six weeks he’ll be
meeting with the specialty
chemical industry and later
with maritime industry rep-
resentatives and BAHEP’s
Small Business Committee
members. He’s doing a
tremendous job, and we real-
ly appreciate it.”

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership President Bob
Mitchell (left) and Rep. Pete Olson (R-TX-22) listen intently to
comments from members of BAHEP’s Healthcare Committee
during a meeting held in late June at the University of Hous-
ton - Clear Lake. The meeting was hosted by UHCL’s School
of Business.

Rep. Pete Olson and the members of BAHEP’s Healthcare Committee discussed their concerns about healthcare reform leg-
islation that is currently before Congress. Monica Millican, branch manager, PrimeLending, chairs the committee.

Walker Parking Consultants, Career Uniforms
join Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership
Walker Parking
Consultants
Walker Parking Consultants
was founded in 1965 and has
evolved into the largest “park-
ing only” consulting and de-
sign firm in the United States
with 13 offices, over 300 em-
ployees, and more than 8,000
completed parking projects.
Bay Area Houston Economic

Partnership President Bob
Mitchell commented, “Walker
Parking Consultants has re-
ceived numerous awards for
its excel-
lent work,
some of
which can
be seen in
the portfolio on its Web site.
We are very pleased to wel-

come such a talented group
into our membership.”

Gina M. Holstien is Walker’s
director of Business Develop-

ment.
S h e
s t a t -
e d ,
“BA-

HEP is a long-standing leader
of the Bay Area Houston

community, and it offers sub-
stantial networking opportuni-
ties. We feel that it’s important
to belong to and be active in
such a dynamic organization.”

The firm’s full range of con-
sulting services runs the
gamut from initial feasibility
studies through final design.
This, along with its proven
track record of sustainable,

well-designed, cost conscious
parking projects, has enabled
Walker Parking Consultants to
take care of all of its clients’
parking consulting, engineer-
ing, and restoration needs.

Walker’s Bay Area Houston
office is located at 17049 El
Camino Real, Suite 202. To
learn more about Walker
Parking Consultants, visit
www.walkerparking.com.

Career Uniforms
Career Uniforms is a retailer
of career apparel for corpo-
rate, institutional, and medical
professionals. Part of Radia
Enterprises, a global apparel
and medical equipment man-
ufacturer with facilities on-
and off-shore, the corpora-
tion’s second business unit
manufactures for the whole-
sale market.

Bob Mitchell, BAHEP
president, stated, “Clients of
Career Uniforms already in-
clude BAHEP members Cen-
terPoint Energy and the
south and central campuses
of San Jacinto College Dis-
trict. The company also con-
tributes to a number of com-
munity programs that em-
phasize education and career
training. We look forward to
Career Uniforms’ participa-
tion in our initiatives.”

Rupendra Radia, Career
Uniforms’ president, re-
sponded, “We understand
that economic development,
like any business, requires
hard work. At Radia Enter-
prises, and therefore Career
Uniforms as well, we are
committed to helping others
and feel that membership in
BAHEP is a good way to be-
come more involved in our
community.”

For more information, call
Career Uniforms at
713.645.6383 or visit
www.careeruniforms.com.

EDA grants Bay Area Houston cities
millions of dollars for recovery efforts

The Economic Develop-
ment Administration has
awarded the cities of
Friendswood, Nassau Bay,
and Seabrook a total of $7.5
million in federal grants,
which are part of disaster re-
covery funds available to local
communities following the
devastation caused by Hurri-
cane Ike in September 2008.
All three cities are members
of the Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership.

The cities traveled a long,
winding road as they sought
assistance. One of the first
stops along the way included
a presentation made last Oc-
tober to the Houston-Galve-
ston Area Council’s board of
directors for the Gulf Coast
Economic Development Dis-
trict, the Office of Rural and
Community Affairs, and the
EDA. Representatives from
the EDA stated the impor-
tance of engaging political
leadership from the local level
up including the U.S. Con-
gress. They also suggested en-
gaging a regional organization
that would apply for grants on
behalf of the affected water-
front communities.

EDA Austin meeting
changes focus
As the region’s “go to” eco-
nomic development organiza-
tion, BAHEP was asked to be-

come involved as a group of
Bay Area Houston cities for-
mulated a presentation to be
made during a November
meeting with the EDA at its
regional office in Austin,
Texas. David Braun, BAHEP’s
marketing manager-aerospace,
traveled with representatives
from Bay Area Houston cities
to Austin where the group,
through a PowerPoint presen-
tation, reflected the region’s
hurricane devastation as well
as projects for which it was
seeking EDA grants.

During the meeting, the
group learned that the EDA
favored the funding of larger
projects to facilitate the dis-
semination of the money once
it became available. Addition-
ally, EDA representatives rec-
ommended that each city
should submit its own request
for a grant rather than submit-
ting a single request as a re-
gional entity that included
projects from all of the affect-
ed cities.

Braun reported, “The EDA
stressed that each city’s project
should be regional in nature,
be in the disaster zone, create
jobs, show private investment,
show how it improves condi-
tions for the next storm, diver-
sifies the economy and was
ready to go.”

The final stop on the road in-
volved making application for

the grant funds, which was no
small project in itself. With mil-
lions of dollars at stake, it had to
be done right.

Grants awarded
After months of waiting for
the results, the EDA noti-
fied three Bay Area Houston
cities that they were success-
ful in their requests. The
City of Friendswood re-
ceived $2 million, which will
be used toward the develop-
ment of Clearwood Business
Park for building water and
sewer infrastructure. It is
expected that 100 jobs will
be created through this proj-
ect.

The $2.5 million grant to
the City of Nassau Bay will
be used to build the infra-
structure needed for the de-
velopment of Nassau Bay
Town Square. This commer-
cial center will also house the
new Nassau Bay City Hall
and conference center. Over
400 jobs will be created, and
$150 million in private invest-
ment will be generated
through this project.

A grant of $3 million will be
going to the City of Seabrook,
which will be used for road-
way and utility infrastructure
improvements at the Point
area. Seabrook’s project will
result in 400 new and retained
jobs and over $15 million in
private investment.

Leaders recognized
Bob Mitchell, BAHEP presi-
dent, commented, “So many
people were involved in this
long process of making certain
that our Bay Area Houston
cities received the grants that
they not only needed but also
deserved. Friendswood Mayor
David Smith and Economic
Development Director Karen
Capps, Nassau Bay Mayor Don
Matter and Interim City Man-
ager Deborah Pattison, and
Seabrook Mayor Gary Renola
and Economic Development
Director Teresa Vazquez-
Evans have all been instrumen-
tal throughout the long journey
of economic recovery. While
not all cities that applied were
successful in receiving awards,
we need to recognize the work
of Tony Allendar of League
City for his work and leader-
ship for the region and also that
of Sherri Riveron of the
Riveron Law Firm, grant writer
for Nassau Bay, Seabrook and
Friendswood EDA grant appli-
cations. Our local elected offi-
cials, as well as Sens. Kay Bailey
Hutchison and John Cornyn,
are all to be commended for
the endless hours they have
spent in the recovery effort. It’s
not possible to name everyone,
but I hope each one who was
involved knows how very ap-
preciative we all are of their
efforts.”
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