
The Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership is a member-
driven organization that provides
the leadership to stimulate re-
gional economic development
and employment. Utilizing a col-
laborative committee structure,
BAHEP engages more than 250
investor companies, local gov-
ernments, and educational insti-
tutions, in southeast Texas, to
bring about prosperity and a high
quality of life for the 2 million
people who live and work in the
region. Members of the partner-
ship include aerospace, petro-
chemical, and healthcare compa-
nies, developers, bankers and re-
al estate brokers, 13 cities and
Galveston and Harris Counties.

BAHEP’s committees are es-
sential to its effectiveness. High-
lighted below are two of the or-
ganization’s 14 committees.  

Citizens for
Space Exploration
The focus of the Citizens for
Space Exploration-Texas is to
promote awareness of the bene-
fits of the human exploration and
development of space. Through a
multi-state effort, the task force
networks with elected officials,
corporate and individual contacts
to ensure continued public and
political support for NASA and
U.S. space programs. The com-
mittee is chaired by Joe Mayer,
senior manager of Business De-
velopment for Lockheed Martin.

Each year, the CSE’s major ini-
tiative is to carry its message to
Capitol Hill. In May, for the 17th
year in a row, the CSE traveled to
Washington, D.C., with a singu-
lar purpose - to support a robust
space exploration program with a
goal of investment in NASA set
at 1 percent of the federal budget.

Almost 150 of these citizen
taxpayers from 29 states, includ-
ing 49 from Texas, visited 333

congressional offices where they
discussed the importance of the 1
percent funding for NASA - an
increase from the current level of
0.6 percent of the federal budget.

One of the priorities of the
CSE is to inform elected officials
of the importance their con-
stituents place on the space pro-
gram. Among these constituents
are 36 undergraduate and gradu-
ate students, as well as educators,
from colleges and universities
across the nation, who traveled
as part of the CSE group. The
Coalition for Space Exploration,
in conjunction with BAHEP’s
Aerospace Advisory Committee,
sponsored the students whose
majors include astrophysics,
aerospace engineering, mechani-
cal engineering, electrical engi-
neering, math and physics.

Interaction between the elect-
ed officials and the CSE extend-
ed beyond office meetings when
they gathered for a CSE-spon-
sored Congressional Reception
in the Rayburn Building on Capi-
tol Hill. Bob Mitchell, BAHEP
president, welcomed the dele-
gates and introduced the speak-
ers, including: Rep. Nick Lamp-
son (D-TX), Rep. Ron Paul (R-
TX), Rep. Ralph Hall (R-TX),
Rep. Gene Green (D-TX), Rep.
Kevin Brady (R-TX), Rep. Ted
Poe (R-TX), Rep. Sheila Jackson
Lee (D-TX), Rep. Tom Feeney
(R-FL), Rep. Dave Weldon,
M.D. (R-FL), Rep. Dennis
Kucinich (D-OH), Rep. Dana
Rohrabacher (R-CA), and Sen.
David Vitter (R-LA).

Mitchell said, “The signifi-
cance of CSE’s annual visit to
Washington cannot be under-
estimated. By meeting person-
ally with these decision mak-
ers in Washington, we are bet-
ter able to impress upon them
NASA’s scientific, technolog-
ical, and economic impact

that affects us in so many pos-
itive ways.”

International Business
Development Committee
The mission of the International
Business Development Commit-
tee is to act as a resource avail-
able to BAHEP to develop glob-
al partnerships all designed to
support the organization’s core
mission. Dick Sanger has chaired
this committee since it was
founded in 1998. It is comprised
of community leaders with busi-
ness interests here and abroad.

The committee has evolved
over the years and now re-
sponds to specific requests
made by the aforementioned
BAHEP personnel. If some-
thing with an international busi-
ness scope arises, the IBDC re-
sponds to these requests in or-
der to leverage some of the ex-
traordinary capabilities avail-
able in Bay Area Houston.
Sanger said, “Establishing
global partnerships is what it’s
all about. There must be a bal-
anced arrangement between the
two groups. Many of the com-
panies here don’t have the re-
sources available internally that
they would like to have in order
to take advantage of collabora-
tions and partnerships with inter-
national businesses. The IBDC
exists for our members to be a
resource to facilitate business op-
portunities between domestic and
international groups.”

In January 2008, the mayor of
Stavanger, Norway, headed a
delegation of business develop-
ment leaders who visited the Bay
Area expressly to meet with
members of BAHEP. The pro-
gram was developed and man-
aged by the IBDC. The Sta-
vanger group returned in May
to further discuss ideas ex-
pressed during the first meeting
and to lay the groundwork for a
possible joint conference with
BAHEP in May 2009 during
Houston’s annual Offshore
Technology Conference. “They
liked the way that BAHEP oper-
ates and its management style,”
Sanger reported. “Business is
global. The IBDC acts as a re-
source for BAHEP so that it
can seize upon and develop
international opportunities as
they arise,” he concluded.

Steve Nunez’s notable career
has been anything but static, and
now he’s accepted a new chal-
lenge as NASA’s Executive on
Loan to the Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership.   

“When BAHEP or one of its
partners requires assistance or
seeks clarification on any num-
ber of issues that involve
NASA, I’m available to make
that exchange flow as smoothly
as possible,” Nunez said.

Bob Mitchell, BAHEP presi-
dent, noted that the Executive on
Loan program has been a long-
term and valuable asset to the

partnership. He said, “NASA-
JSC, through the EOL program,
has provided us with a long line
of executives who have con-
tributed to BAHEP’s success. It
has proven to be a mutually ben-
eficial relationship, and we are
fortunate to have Steve, with his
extensive background, to turn to
when we need his expertise.” 

If Nunez is not in his office at
BAHEP, he can be found at
NASA-JSC where he serves as
senior project manager within
the Engineering Directorate. In
this capacity, he is responsible

for providing expert knowledge
of technical management activi-
ties including budget and re-
source control and procurement
within the directorate.

Nunez’s stellar career start-
ed in Mississippi where he
earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Civil Engineering
from Mississippi State Univer-
sity. After holding several en-
gineering positions in the pri-
vate sector, Nunez began his
NASA career in 1989 at Mis-
sissippi’s Stennis Space Cen-
ter. In 1998, Nunez was as-
signed to a one-year detail in

the Office of Space Flight at
NASA Headquarters in
Washington, D.C., and, upon
his return, was selected as
the X-33 project manager at
Stennis.

Next, Nunez was named a
Congressional Legislative Fellow
to the United States Senate Ma-
jority Leader during the 2nd Ses-
sion of the 106th Congress. After
completing the fellowship in
2000, he moved to Houston,
Texas, as the special assistant
to the manager of the Interna-
tional Space Station Program

at JSC. He then served as deputy
manager of the Management Inte-
gration Office within the Interna-
tional Space Station Program in
2002. Nunez’s next assignment
was as manager of the NASA-
JSC White Sands Test Facility
near Las Cruces, N.M., from Ju-
ly 2003 to October 2005 where
he was responsible for an annu-
al budget of over $60 million. In
October 2005, he became
deputy chief engineer of NASA-
JSC, and, in January 2007,
Nunez was named to his current
position.

Bobbie Jessie, co-founder of
JES Tech, a HUBZone-certified
small business, traveled to
Washington, D.C., recently to
accept the 2008 Region VI Sub-
contractor of the Year award
from the Small Business
Administration.

Offering document im-
aging services, as well as
project management and
staffing solutions to pri-
vate sector and govern-
ment clients, JES Tech’s
revenue has grown 310
percent in the last four
years, from $1.6 million
in 2004 to nearly $5 mil-
lion in 2007.

“We started making
money the first year,”
Jessie said. “Everyone
told us we would be oper-
ating in the red for several
years, but we never did.
My partner, Keith Sabin, and I
had faith in our company, and,
coming from NASA, I felt that I
had enough experience and con-
tacts to make the company a
success. Keith is wonderful at
the financial end, and together

we are a great combination for a
winning team. It was quite an
honor just to be nominated by
one of our clients, Wyle Life
Sciences, but to win was incred-
ible,” she said. “We went to

D.C. for three days and even
had a reception with President
Bush who gave us a 15-minute
presentation about small busi-
nesses.”

Starting with a team of 24, the
company now employs over

100, building a solid customer
base within the aerospace com-
munity. JES Tech provides opera-
tions support for such complex
programs as the Space Shuttle and
the International Space Station.

Working to create job op-
portunities in the HUBZone
where it operates in South-
east Houston, the business
includes working with a
non-profit information tech-
nology services provider
that trains underprivileged
high school students to per-
form computer services.

“Part of our mission is
to give back to the com-
munity,” said Jessie. “We
like to help students as
well as adults. As an
African American woman,
I take pride in the fact that
I have not only survived
but thrived in what once

was typically a male-oriented
business. I am living proof that
you can live your dream. That
is what I would like to pass on
to others. Work hard, dream big
and then sit back and watch it
happen.”
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IN BRIEF
JMMC wins multiple
awards

John Manlove Marketing &
Communications and The
Woodlands Development Com-
pany have won a 2008 Silver
Spur award from the Texas
Public Relations Association as
well as a Prism Award from the
Greater Houston Builders As-
sociation. The Silver Spur is
the TPRA’s highest recognition
for public relations achieve-
ment. Each year top builders
and developers from Greater
Houston submit their best peo-
ple, products and promotions
for a chance to win a Prism
Award. Judged by profession-
als from across the country,
these are the only awards of
their kind in Houston.

JMMC is located at 5125 Pre-
ston Road in Pasadena, Texas.

HACSC expanding
The Houston Area Contrac-

tors Safety Council, Inc., has
recently purchased 24 acres
near the intersection of
Spencer Highway and Center
Street in Pasadena, Texas, for a
new training campus. Accord-
ing to Luis Aguilar, HACSC
president and CEO, planning
the multi-building site will
take place this year with con-
struction to begin next year.

The company’s existing head-
quarters at West 13th Street and
Georgia Avenue in Deer Park,
Texas, is also slated to expand
to 60,000 sq. ft. and will include
a doubling of the parking spaces
available to over 1,200.

HACSC has opened a near-
ly 10,000 sq.ft. satellite loca-
tion in Webster, Texas, as well.  

For more information, call
HACSC at 281.476.9900 or vis-
it www.hacsc.com.

UHCL to offer new
physics program

David Garrison, Ph.D., faculty
chair and assistant professor of
physics at the University of Hous-
ton - Clear Lake, gave a presenta-
tion to BAHEP’s Aerospace Advi-
sory Committee where he revealed
that beginning in 2009, UHCL will
offer a new program in physics. 

A collaborative Ph.D. program
with the University of Houston
will allow UHCL students to gain
Ph.D. candidacy at the University
of Houston after completing core
courses at UHCL. Advanced elec-
tives and the Ph.D. thesis work will
be able to be completed in Clear
Lake, which would allow some
students to do this while working
with NASA.

Detailed information, which  in-
cluds the Bachelor of Science de-
gree program and the Master of
Science degree program in
physics, can be found online at
the following Web address:
http://sce.uhcl.edu/physics.

Jessie accepts prestigious award
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SATOP presents
alliance partner awards

Each year the Space Alliance Technology Outreach Program rec-
ognizes the outstanding work of its alliance partners by presenting
awards to talented professionals within these organizations. The
consortium of Space Alliance Partners is the driving force behind
the success of SATOP. Essentially, the partners are the fuel that
powers the program.

SATOP representatives recently presented the last of its nine 2007
awards to Ed O’Keefe of The Boeing Company, who received
SATOP’s Successive Solutions Award. O’Keefe is one of only three
engineers who have helped a small business every year since 2002.
The other two recipients of the 2007 Successive Solutions Award
are David Dai and Eugene Schwanbeck. Dai was formerly em-
ployed with GB Tech, Inc., while Schwanbeck was with Barrios
Technology when providing his expertise. Dai is now employed by
Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), and
Schwanbeck is with NASA-Johnson Space Center.

Six additional awardees contributed their efforts toward helping
14 more businesses. Fernando Amaton, MEI Technologies, Inc., re-
ceived a Special Achievement Award for his work on the BoGo
Light, a solar-powered flashlight success story. Paul Ledoux, for-
merly with SPACEHAB and now with Cimarron Software Services,
Inc., worked with eight small business owners, thereby earning the
Overall Productivity Award. Nani Arce, United Space Alliance, was
named Newcomer of the Year for contributions made to the salad
dressing success story. The Safety Innovations Award was present-
ed to both Patrick Fink, Ph.D., NASA-Johnson Space Center, and
Xiang Ni, Jacobs Engineering, for their work on resolving a prob-
lem in regard to the clarity of remote communications with workers
in confined spaces. Ed “Bear” Handwerk, formerly with MEI Tech-
nologies, Inc., and now working at the College of the Mainland, was
presented the Economic Impact Award for his contributions toward
the fire extinguisher success story.

SATOP, administered by the Bay Area Houston Economic Part-
nership, is a State of Texas funded initiative designed to transfer the
knowledge and technology of the U.S. Space Program to the private
sector. Small business owners faced with a technical challenge can
receive up to 40 hours of free assistance from a scientist or engineer
with expertise in acoustical, chemical, electrical, environmental,
manufacturing, materials, mechanical, structural, and a host of oth-
er technical disciplines. Since 1999, SATOP-Texas has solved more
than 600 technical challenges, created or maintained more than 500
jobs, and infused more than $125 million into the state’s economy.

The assistance provided by SATOP’s Alliance Partners has proven
to be invaluable to the many small businesses that have benefited
from it. The Alliance Partners benefit, as well, knowing that they
have made a positive contribution to these businesses and the peo-
ple they serve around the world.

Executive on Loan
has stellar credentials
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BAHEP’s committees work toward
economic development here and abroad

Chronicle, HCN recognized 
The Houston Chronicle and the Houston Community Newspapers

(Bay Area Citizen, Friendswood Journal and Pasadena Citizen)
have maintained a long-standing, collaborative relationship with the
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership. Bob Mitchell, BAHEP
president, commented on its success stating, “These newspapers
have contributed greatly to the mission of our organization. Through
them, we are able to inform the public of the accomplishments that
BAHEP, along with its members, have achieved to make the Bay
Area Houston the place to live, work and play in Southeast Texas.   

www.bayareahouston.com


