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As the paradigm for
space exploration shifts,
the Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership is
poised to position Bay
Area Houston on the fore-
front of what may be the
fastest growing segment
in the aerospace industry -
the commercialization of
space.

NASA is seeking a
commercial launch
provider to provide
launches to Earth orbit
and to the International
Space Station.  The Shut-
tle provides those launch
services now, but it will be
retired in 2010.  The op-
portunity for U.S. com-
mercial companies is
wide-open.

If NASA is unable to
find a commercial launch
provider within the U.S.,
they will be forced to pur-
chase launch services on
foreign spacecraft, such as
the Russian Soyuz, the
European Space Agency
Automated Transfer Vehi-
cle or the Japanese H-II
Transfer Vehicle.

Recently, NASA an-
nounced the Commercial
Orbital Transportation
System program, a $500
million program created

by NASA to stimulate en-
trepreneurs to develop
commercial launch servic-
es to and from the ISS.
The partnership between
public and private space
exploration will drive in-
novation and reduce cost. 

"This is the first time
that NASA has sought pri-
vate sector commercial
launch services to the
ISS," said Butch Hosler
Ph.D., the NASA execu-
tive on loan to the Bay

Area Houston Economic
Partnership. "The initia-
tive is unprecedented,
since traditionally NASA
has overseen the concep-
tion and development of
space vehicles. Instead,
NASA will hire commer-
cial space companies to
send cargo and eventually
crew to the ISS."

Hosler has worked in
the U.S. space program
since 1989; his primary
objective while at Bay

Area Houston Economic
Partnership is to promote
the commercialization of
space and the COTS pro-
gram.

Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership is a
distinguished regional
economic development
organization representing
two counties, 13 cities,
and more than 250 mem-
ber businesses. 

In addition, Bay Area
Houston Economic Part-

nership administers the
Space Alliance Technolo-
gy Outreach Program,
which offers up to 40
hours of free assistance
from a scientist or engi-
neer for small business
owners faced with a tech-
nical challenge.  

There are more than
40 aerospace companies
in the Bay Area Houston
region, enabling the
NASA Johnson Space
Center to fulfill its human
space flight mission.  JSC
annually manages $4 bil-
lion in federal aerospace
contracts. 

"The Bay Area Hous-
ton region presents an ad-
vantageous platform to
develop the commercial
space industry," said Bob
Mitchell, director of aero-
space marketing for Bay
Area Houston Economic
Partnership. "Bay Area
Houston affords a wealth
of opportunities because
of its existing aerospace
infrastructure, its highly
educated workforce and
the multiple contracting
opportunities open to em-
ployers." 

The Bay Area Hous-
ton aerospace community
employs 92 percent of all

aerospace jobs in metro-
politan Houston.  In total,
there more than 18,000
people working in the
aerospace sector."

NASA has estimated
that commercial space
services will be necessary
through at least 2015 since
NASA's new Crew Explo-
ration Vehicle, the Orion,
may not be completed un-
til 2014.

"Not only is commer-
cial space a viable indus-
try, it offers a transition
for engineers and scientist
during the period of the
retirement of the space
shuttle and the completion
of the Orion," Mitchell
said. 

Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership
leadership is vital to the
success of regional eco-
nomic development - con-
tinuing to attract, retain
and expand industries.  

"The United States
leads the world in innova-
tion and space explo-
ration," Hosler said. "This
is a prime opportunity for
the U.S. to develop the
commercial space indus-
try. This will enable us to
continue our job, one that
we have done for years."

The Texas Economic
Development Council an-
nounced the appointment
of Bay Area Houston Eco-
nomic Partnership's Mar-
keting Director, Paul
Chavez as the Gulf Coast
region representative.

"Chavez's unwaver-
ing devotion to this region
c o u -
p l e d
w i t h
h i s
s t rong
c o m -
m i t -
ment to
under-
s t a n d -
ing the challenges and op-
portunities with the target
industries of our region
will serve as an asset to
TEDC and our communi-
ty," said Jim Reinhartsen,
BAHEP president.

BAHEP, a distin-
guished regional econom-
ic development organiza-
tion, strives to attract, re-
tain and expand industries
in the Bay Area Houston
region, which represents
12 cities and two counties.  

This is the first term
Chavez has served for
TEDC, since he began

working in the economic
development field more
than seven years ago;
members are nominated to
the board for one-to two-
year terms. 

"Paul is an up-and-
coming member, and we
are excited about his
move into a leadership po-
sition," said Carlton
Schwab, president and
CEO for TEDC.

TEDC is an Austin-
based, statewide, nonprof-
it professional association
dedicated to the develop-
ment of economic and
employment opportunities
in Texas. 

In addition, TEDC is
the largest state associa-
tion of economic develop-
ment professionals, vol-
unteers and elected offi-
cials. 

Chavez earned a
master's degree in busi-
ness administration and
human resource manage-
ment from the University
of Phoenix and a bache-
lor's in marketing from
York College of Pennsyl-
vania.  

Chavez specializes
in market research and
analysis, constructing pro-

posals for business devel-
opment, and offers politi-
cal advocacy leadership
for the specialty chemical
sector on a regional and
national level.

Before coming to
BAHEP, he has worked in
the public sector of eco-
nomic development or-
ganizations for more than
nine years and has served
as the City Manager for
Los Fresnos, Texas. 

He was selected by
the Texas Chemical Coun-
cil in 2006 to serve on the
"Caring for Texas" review
committee. In 2005, he
was selected by the gover-
nor's office to serve on the
State of Texas - Chemical
Industry Task Force."
Chavez in 2004, lead the
Bay Area Houston region
in participating in "Texas
Chemical Day."

"I t  i s  an  honor  to
be  se lec ted  as  one  of
t he  r ep r e sen t a t i ve s
fo r  t he  Gu l f  Coas t
r eg ion , "  s a id
Chavez.  " I 'm looking
forward to  contr ibut -
ing to  the  knowledge
base  of  the  economic
development  profes-
s ion.”

Ready for the new frontier
Commercialization of space poised on infrastructure in Bay Area Houston region

As part of NASA’s Commercial Orbital Transportation System, SpaceX received $278 million
to help fund the development and flight demonstration of Dragon, a ballistic capsule launch
atop the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket currently in development.

Chavez designated as rep
for statewide economic body

Chavez

NASA extends contract
with space institute

NASA's Johnson
Space Center has award-
ed a five-year, $120-mil-
lion extension of its co-
operative agreement with
the National Space Bio-
medical Research Insti-
tute, also known as NS-
BRI, of Houston. Under
the extension, the insti-
tute and NASA's Human
Research Program will
continue biomedical re-
search in support of a
long-term human pres-
ence in space.

The base period of
the cooperative agree-
ment began April 1,
1997, with a value of
$93.6 million. The first
five-year extension was
exercised in 2002, ex-
tending the agreement to
Sept. 30, 2007, and in-
creasing its value by
$148.5 million. This sec-
ond five-year option will
extend the agreement
through Sept. 30, 2012,
and increase its value by
an additional $120 mil-
lion, bringing the total
value to $362 million. 

The NSBRI studies
the health risks related to

long-duration spaceflight
and develops counter-
measures to mitigate
them. NSBRI projects
address space health con-
cerns such as bone and
muscle loss, cardiovascu-
lar changes, infection,
balance problems, sleep
disturbances, radiation
exposure effects, nutri-
tion, physical fitness, re-
habilitation, remote-
treatment medical tech-
nologies and neurobe-
havioral and psychoso-
cial factors.

Sandra Johnson,
who has always been
there to help the Clear
Creek School District

(CCISD), has been
named its Citizen of the
Year. CCISD Board of
Trustees President,
Robert Davee, made the
presentation to the Bar-
rios Technology Presi-
dent at the school dis-
trict’s annual Partnership
and Volunteer Breakfast
on May 17 at the Gilruth
Center. 

The award was one
of several honoring
CCISD’s valued business
partners and the many lo-
cal residents who donat-
ed “more than 500,000
volunteer hours… help-
ing our students,” Moss-
man said. 

Besides serving on
the boards of the Clear
Creek Education Foun-
dation Board and the
Communities in Schools-
Bay Area, Superinten-
dent Sandra Mossman
noted that when the Bond
Referendum failed in
2003, Johnson quickly
stepped in and helped the
district reshape the bond
proposal and chaired the
successful 2004 bond
campaign. 

Mission statement
The Bay Area Houston
Economic Partnership
provides the leadership to
stimulate regional
economic development
and employment.

Johnson honored


